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CONFERENCE PROGRAM
CONFERENCE ABSTRACT
The German theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg named our modern times “the age of anthropology.” The devaluation of
traditional metaphysical arguments for the existence of God and human identity caused theologians and philosophers
to argue from human experience of the world. Yet, as the philosopher Dominique Janicaud argued, unprecedented
technological advances in the life sciences have also effected “an unprecedented uncertainty about human nature.”
This public symposium of international speakers will present recent theological and philosophical perspectives on
current questions concerning human nature.

SPEAKER ABSTRACTS
Jens Zimmermann | Who am I? Personhood, Consciousness, and Transhumanist Visions
Human consciousness is increasingly understood in technological terms. The Transhumanist vision of uploading
consciousness into a computer matrix and then eventually downloading one's personality onto synthetic bodies is only
the extreme edge of a popular perception. In this lecture, Jens Zimmermann argues that modern culture embraces a
reductive model of human identity and perception based on an already defunct scientific epistemology. Since who we
think we are is deeply connected to the how we think we know and perceive reality, this lecture, with the help of
theology and personalist philosophy, will offer a more robust model of consciousness that grounds personhood and
therefore also human dignity.
Holger Zaborowski | Subjec'vity, God, and the Reality of the Person
This paper explores the relation between the experience of subjectivity and the existence of God. It examines the
dialectic of transcendence towards Being and reflection about it and argues that only if God exists the subject can
understand itself as a really existing person.
John Behr | From Adam to Christ: From Male and Female to Being Human
According to those figures whom J.B. Lightfoot designated as ’the School of John’, including Ignatius and Irenaeus,
Christ’s words on the Cross—‘it is finished’—indicate the completion of God’s stated project in the beginning, that is to
make a human being in his image and likeness. Building upon this insight, this talk will go further to consider the place
of male and female in Adam and how it contributes to the completion of the human being in Christ in whom there is no
longer male and female.
Brent Waters | Homo Sapiens or Techno Sapiens? Some Challenges Posed by Technology to Theological Anthropology
Proponents of rapid and extensive technological development contend these developments will greatly improve the
human condition, both individually and collectively. Some selected developments will be examined briefly and assessed
in light of the two great commands to love God and neighbor. In short, I am asking the question: will this envisioned
technological enhancement of human beings tend to augment or diminish a capacity to love as an important facet of
what it means to be a human creature?
Graham Ward | Being Human as a Riddle
The supposition behind this paper is that modern Christology has suffered from a lack of questioning about what it is to
be human. Kierkegaard expresses what is foundational to modern Christology: the God-man is “God [who] chooses to
become this individual human being [Jesus].” The problem here is that while we acknowledge all the complexities of
trying to grapple with what we mean by ‘God’, we hold fast to one side of the infinitely qualitative difference by
believing we know what “individual human being” is. But evolutionary biologists, on the one hand, and cybernetics, on
the other, are questioning the extent to which we can define what is distinctive about ‘human beings’. Augustine
recognized the mystery that being human is – how we are and remain a question to ourselves. And Kierkegaard
deepens what is already suggested by Cyril of Alexandria – that all our understandings of “individual human being” are
shaped and informed by our ‘fallenness’ and ‘sin’. This paper explores the ‘riddle’ of being human, the ‘essential’
incompleteness of our nature, and why this is theologically significant.

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

9:00 – 9:30

Arrival and Coﬀee

———

9:30 – 10:15

Who am I? Personhood, Consciousness, and Transhumanist Visions

Jens Zimmermann

10:30 – 11:15

Subjec'vity, God, and the Reality of the Person

Holger Zaborowski

11:30 – 12:15

From Adam to Christ: From Male and Female to Being Human

John Behr

12:15 – 13:15

Lunch

———

13:30 – 14:15

Homo Sapiens or Techno Sapiens? Some Challenges Posed by Technology to
Theological Anthropology

Brent Waters

14:30 – 15:15

Being Human as a Riddle

Graham Ward

15:15 – 15:45

Coﬀee Break

———

15:45 – 16:30

Concluding Panel Discussion with Audience Ques5ons

———
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